PRIVATE WELL DISINFECTION INSTRUCTIONS

When a laboratory analysis report shows the presence of coliform organisms. Use the following procedure for
well disinfection.
FIRST:		

Locate the well head and remove an access plug or bolt so that the area within the well casing
		is exposed.

SECOND:

Using a funnel, pour in an appropriate amount of liquid chlorine bleach (Clorox, Purex, etc.) See chlorine
		dosage below.

Chlorine Bleach Dosage Table for Well Disinfection

THIRD:		

		
		

WELL DEPTH

GALLONS OF BLEACH

Less than 100 ft.

1/2 to 1 gal.

100 to 200 ft.

1 to 1 1/2 gal.

200 to 300 ft.

2 gal.

300 and above

2 1/2 gal. or more

Using the nearest faucet and garden hose, allow water to run through the funnel into the well for two
or three hours. This will circulate the chlorinated well water and improve the germ killing action by 		
allowing all fittings and equipment to be exposed to the chlorine solution.

FOURTH:
After the well water has circulated for a while, the garden hose and funnel may be removed and the
		
access plug replaced. The disinfection process should be extended throughout the entire 			
		plumbing system.
FIFTH:		

		
		
		

To disinfect the remainder of the plumbing system; turn on the next available faucet and allow it to run
until the bleach odor can be detected, then turn it off. Repeat this step throughout the plumbing system
at each faucet. Then allow the chlorinated water to remain in the plumbing system over night or for
24 hours, if possible. During this time, the water should not be used for drinking or cooking.

SIXTH:		
After disinfecting the well and plumbing system, flush all faucets until the bleach odor disappears and
		
the water is clear of any debris or color. Flush outside faucets first; you do not want to flood the 		
		septic system.
SEVENTH:

Submit another bacteriological sample to determine if the disinfection process was successful.

EIGHTH:

Retrace the proper steps for sampling, carefully following guidelines. Most reasons for an unsuitable
sample can be avoided.

		

NOTE:		

		
		

When a laboratory analysis report indicates “Unsuitable for Analysis”, it means the laboratory was		
unable to conduct a valid test to draw a conclusion. In this case, a well owner should consider well
disinfection before resubmitting a sample.

1775 N. Loop 336 E., Suite 4 | Conroe, TX 77301 | 936.756.5333 | Fax 936.756.5357 | nova@novatx.com | www.novatx.com

